Social Work

the giving of material aid; settlements are
careful to differentiate themselves from chari-
table societies. The social settlement has
made a valuable contribution to the solution
of social conditions. It is now one of the
recognized institutions of city life. Consult
Cort's Neighborhood Guilds; Addams' Twen-
ty Years at Hull House; Henderson's Social
Settlements; Canon and Mrs. Barnett's To-
wards Social Reform; Woods' The City Wil-
derness and Americans in Process; White's
The Social Settlement after Twenty-five
Years; Wald's The House in Henry Sl-reet.

Social Work, a general term covering a
wide range of activities designed to meet and
solve, so far as may be, the problems of pov-
erty, disease, crime, and other abnormal so-
cial conditions. Its recognition as a definite
profession belongs to the aoth century. As
carried on in America, it may be classified,
according to the methods employed, as (i)
case work, that is, assistance rendered im-
mediately to the individual or family, as by
rhild placing agencies, probation officers, and
social service departments of hospitals; (2)
institutional organization and administra-
tion, including homes for dependent children,
almshouses, hospitals, penal institutions and
reformatories; (3) educational work, such as
that carried on by social settlements and sim-
ilar organizations; and (4) the organization
of community resources, best exemplified by
the community clubs of the war period.

Societies, associations of individuals
formed for some particular object, with the
idea that united action for a common end
is more effective than such action undertaken
individually. The cults of primitive peoples,
secret and religious in character, may be
said to mark the beginning of societies, and
the idea therein contained was further de-
veloped through the centuries until, with the
spread of Christianity, associations or so-
cieties fulfilled a multitude of purposes. Typ-
ical are the Hospitallers, originated in Pal-
estine in the nth century for the purpose
of succoring Christian pilgrims visiting the
Holy Sepulchre; the Fratres Pontifices or
Bridge-Building Brotherhood, whose duty it
was to construct and care for bridges and
ferries that travellers might not be forced to
pay exorbitant tolls; the Templars, a military
order established in 1119 to defend pilgrims
against Saracen attacks on their way to the
holy places; and the Jesuits, founded by Ig-
natius Loyola in 1534 to maintain and spread
the Catholic faith. Secret societies with pure-
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ly political aims are of a later date; these
include such organizations as the Jacobins
of the period of the French Revolution, and
other organizations that have played import-
ant roles in history.
Scientific and learned societies originated
in the i7th century, the Royal Society of
Great Britain, founded in 1660 being the
forerunner of a vast number of organizations
that have made most important contributions
to science, art, and literature. In the United
States, the first general scientific society or-
ganized was the American Philosophical So-
ciety which, through the efforts of Benjamin
Franklin, was founded in Philadelphia in
1743. The American Academy of Arts and
Sciences was organized in Boston in 1780,
and since that time numerous organizations
of scientists have been formed, botanists,
chemists, geologists, mathematicians, phys-
icists and similar groups having their own
societies; while organizations of civil, elec-
trical, mechanical, chemical and mining en-
gineers represent the applied sciences. Of his-
torical societies, the Massachusetts Historical
Society founded in 1791, and the New York
Historical Society, organized in 1804, are the
oldest. Patriotic societies are associated with
practically every period of American history,
their object being the celebration of anni-
versaries of important events and the foster-
ing of fraternal feeling among the survivors
of wars and their descendants* The oldest
of such organizations is the Society of the
Cincinnati, founded in Ncwburgh, N. Y., on
May 13, 1783, for the preservation of the
friendships formed under the pressure of
common danger during the War of the Revo-
lution, The latest, in all probability, is the
American Legion, the national organization
of veterans of the Great War.
The introduction of the Masonic Order in
Pennsylvania as early as 1730 marks the be-
ginning of fraternal organization in the
United States. College Fraternities, or Greek
Letter Societies, begin with their founding, on
Dec. 5, 1776, Early among religious organi-
zations in the United States was the Young
Men's Christian Association, introduced first
into Boston on Dec, 29, 1851* Later organ-
izations originated in the form of trade
unions, one of the earliest of which was
the Typographical Society, formed in New
York City in 1793. A detailed treat-
ment of the field covered by the various
groups of societies mentioned is impossible
in this article. The reader is referred there-